


ABOUT THE AUTHOR —

Bill Schiermeier was born in Defiance, Missouri where his father was a General Store
Merchant and Postmaster. As a boy he knew the southwest corner of St. Charles County
well, and was extremely fond of the area. However, during his later school days, and work-
ing years, he lived in St. Charles and St. Louis County. He returned to the area in 1973 after
retiring from the McDonnell/Douglas Corp. following 29 years in aerospace engineering
with that company, and built a home on acreage purchased in 1958 near New Melle.

Bill is a Past International President of the Society of Mass Properties Engineering
(SAWE), and is both a Fellow and an Honorary Fellow of that organization. He is an active
Rotarian in the Wentzville Club, a member of the Wentzville Historical Society, the State
Historical Society of Missouri, and is the 1979-80 President of the St. Charles County Histori-
cal Society. He, and his wife, the former Virginia Jean Stormont of Webb City, Missouri
were married in 1939. They have 3 grown children, and 4 grand-children. The Schiermeier’s
are members of the local Community Club, and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in New Melle.

Mr. Bill Schiermeier writes a weekly feature for The Washington Missourian under the ti-
tle of ‘‘Cracker Barrel News.”’ It deals with the history, habits, and customs of the people in
this area. His articles are well received and widely read by the people who are located in
this part of Missouri. His writings are crisp, informative and to the point. I feel he is doing a
great educational service to our people.
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